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EDUCATION

MASTER OF FINE ARTS DEGREE IN WRITING

Spalding University, Louisville, Kentucky

Major field: creative nonfiction 
Research interests: the role of the narrator in biography; the power of numbers in storytelling
Extended critical essay: “Of All the Nerve: When Biographers Make Themselves Part of the Story” 
Area of concentration: the teaching of writing, a pedagogical workshop and residency led by
Spalding MFA Associate Director Kathleen Driskell, November 2009 
Creative thesis: “Breathing like Houdini” 
Graduation: May 2010 upon completing all requirements for a 64-hour terminal degree


BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE IN JOURNALISM

University of Kentucky, Lexington

Minor: psychology 
Honors: graduated with “High Distinction” from UK’s Honors Program; received the PRIDE Award
given annually by faculty to the graduating journalism student judged to be the
outstanding member of his or her class 
Graduation: May 1984


PUBLICATIONS

Chapters and introductions

Kaiser, Rob. “Jimmy Dean’s Last Song.” The Louisville Review 70 (2011): 88-92. Print.
[The Louisville Review, founded in 1976 at the University of Louisville by faculty editor Sena Jeter Naslund and two students, has an acceptance rate of about two percent. The literary journal, known for excellence nationwide and abroad, recently has published such well-known writers as poets David Ray and Michael Burkhard, as well as New York Times bestselling fiction writer Ursula Hegi. A poem TLR published twenty years ago by Alberto Rios now appears in standard literature textbooks. Each piece submitted to TLR is judged entirely on its own merit whether the author is already nationally known or previously unpublished.]

Kaiser, Rob. “Of All the Nerve: When Biographers Make Themselves Part of the Story.” Human
Voices (2010). Print.

Kaiser, Rob. Introduction. Ten Spurs: Best of the Best: Literary Nonfiction of the Mayborn
Conference 1 (2007): 13-15. Print.

Kaiser, Robert. “Man, We Are the Real Police.” Best Newspaper Writing 2000. Ed. Christopher 
Scanlan. Chicago: Bonus Books, 2000. 111-120. Print.

Articles, essays and stories

(This list is incomplete. For a more complete accounting of my journalism career and an archive linking many of my stories, please see my website, www.rm59.net.)

Kaiser, Robert L. “Portrait of a Media Adviser, In Need of Advice.” College Media Review.
Fall 2011.
[College Media Review, the flagship Publication of College Media Advisers, Inc., is the
quarterly magazine of popular and peer-reviewed articles published by CMA.]

Kaiser, Robert. “Case Shows a Child and a Man, in One Body.” The Post-Crescent 11 June 2009,
all ed., sec. 1: 1+.

Kaiser, Robert. “Subject of Portrait at History Museum a Mystery for the Ages.” The
Post-Crescent 12 Oct. 2008, all ed., sec. 2: 2+.

Two-part narrative story:
Kaiser, Robert. “Taking America’s Pulse inside Sears Tower: Part One of a Two-Part Tribune
Special Report.” Chicago Tribune 11 Sept. 2002, all ed., sec. 1: 1+.
Kaiser, Robert. “After the Fear, a New Normalcy.” Chicago Tribune 12 Sept. 2002, all ed., sec. 1: 
1+.
	[With dozens of Pulitzer Prizes to its credit, a Sunday circulation exceeding 1 million,
and a roster of employees and former employees that reads like a Who’s Who of
journalism, the Chicago Tribune historically has been widely considered one of
America’s top-tier newspapers.]

Kaiser, Robert. “His Blood Runs Coal: Even with a BS in Business, Phil Walker Prefers His Black-
Collar Job in the Mines.” Chicago Tribune Magazine 2 Sept. 2001: 18; 20; 30; 32.

Kaiser, Robert. “Losing Estelle: A Haunted Artist, the Woman He Loved, and a City That
Misplaced a 3½-Ton Sculpture.” Chicago Tribune Magazine 21 Jan. 2001: 12-17; 21. 

Kaiser, Robert. “The Science of Fitting in: Whether Growing up an Indian Immigrant or Studying
Life at Robert Taylor Homes, Sudhir Venkatesh Has Learned How to Adapt.” Chicago
Tribune Magazine 10 Dec. 2000: 15-16; 18; 20.

Kaiser, Robert. “Gone but Not Forgotten: Chicago’s Police Investigator for Lost Adults Is Often
the Only One Who Misses the Missing.” Chicago Tribune Magazine 19 Nov. 2000: 10-16.

Kaiser, Robert. “Confederate Flag Can Still Draw Blood.” Chicago Tribune 19 March 2000, all
ed., sec. 1: 1+.

Four-part narrative story:
Kaiser, Robert. “Partners in Peril, a Story in Four Parts: ‘Welcome to the Deuce.’ ” Chicago
Tribune 15 August 1999, all ed., sec. 1: 1+.
Kaiser, Robert. “Partners in Peril, a Story in Four Parts: ‘Man, We Are the Real Police.’ ” Chicago
Tribune 16 August 1999, all ed., sec. 1: 1+.
Kaiser, Robert. “Partners in Peril, a Story in Four Parts: ‘You’ve Fought Long Enough.’ ” Chicago
Tribune 17 August 1999, all ed., sec. 1: 1+.
Kaiser, Robert. “Partners in Peril, a Story in Four Parts: ‘All of Us Are Suffering.’ ” Chicago
Tribune 18 August 1999, all ed., sec. 1: 1+.

Kaiser, Robert. “A Vacancy, and a Void, on Main Street: Woolworth’s Move Closes Chapter on
Five-and-Dimes.” Chicago Tribune 18 July 1997, all ed., sec. 1: 1+.

Kaiser, Rob. “A Fallen Priest Prepares Case for Parole.” The Cincinnati Enquirer 6 Feb. 1997, Ky.
ed., sec. 2: 1+.

Kaiser, Rob. “Flynt a Rascal, but He’s Their Rascal.” The Cincinnati Enquirer 19 Jan. 1997, all ed.,
sec. 2: 1+.

Kaiser, Rob. “Unlisted Little Town Has Big Heart, and Now It’s Broken.” The Cincinnati Enquirer
14 June 1996, Ky. ed., sec. 2: 1+.

Kaiser, Rob. “Galbraith: Have Joint, Will Travel.” The Cincinnati Enquirer 12 May 1996, Ky. ed.,
sec. 2: 1+.

Kaiser, Rob. “Is Bureaucracy to Blame for Death of Fort Wright Woman?” The Cincinnati Enquirer
25 April 1996, Ky. ed., sec. 2: 1+.



PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS

Kaiser, Rob. (November 2011). Rhythm & News: Using Song Choruses and Nut Graphs
to Teach Writing. The nut graph is journalism’s thesis statement, where a story gathers itself while finding its voice and rhythm. It’s the perfect lens for viewing the writer’s craft. Teaching the nut goes well beyond giving students a tool of the trade; it fosters the creativity, critical thinking, and sense of rhythm imperative for artful expression. If a feature article were a pop song, the nut graph would be where the drums kick in. Paper presented at the 31st Annual Lilly Conference on College Teaching, which the University of Delaware has called the “premier forum in the country for demonstrating, modeling, and discussing innovative teaching practice at the university level”

Kaiser, Rob. (October 2011). The Undertaker Takes His Coffee Black (And Drives a
Hearse with 71,000 Miles on It). The first thing you learned in a journalism class is that a good reporter needs a keen eye for detail.  Simple enough, right?  Wrong!  A veteran reporter, editor, and writing coach (Los Angeles Times, Washington Post, Chicago Tribune) shows you how to drastically improve your reporting by writing detail-driven stories.  Learn the skills you need to discern the irrelevant from the irreverent, and make your story jump off the page. Session given at Annual College Media Advisers National College Media Convention, the largest gathering of college media advisers and journalists in the world

Kaiser, Rob. (October 2011). The Pointy-Toed Kicker: How to End Your Stories with a 
Hard Kick to the Reader’s Privates. Nobody cries at the beginning of a story. The lead might draw the reader, but the ending, or “kicker,” makes it memorable.  It’s the most powerful weapon in a journalist’s arsenal, but most writers overlook it at their peril. A veteran reporter, editor, and writing coach (Los Angeles Times, Washington Post, Chicago Tribune) teaches you the skills you need to end your story with a bang that echoes long after the hard copy’s in the recycle bin. Session given at Annual College Media Advisers National College Media Convention, the largest gathering of college media advisers and journalists in the world

Kaiser, Rob. (February 2011). The Art and Craft of Digital Pretending (or, The Day 
Things Got Really Bad at the Bank That Wasn’t There). Presentation on building a 
reporting-simulation exercise for use as a teaching tool in journalism classes. Session given at Digital Day at Canisius College

Kaiser, Rob. (July 2007). The Mortician Takes His Coffee Black: An Exploration of
Impressionist Nonfiction Writing. Speech given at the Mayborn Literary
Nonfiction Writers Conference, which Esquire magazine has called “one of the most vital gatherings of writers in America”

Kaiser, Rob. (November 2005). Dead Man Shaving: Reporting the Telling Details that 
Breathe Life into a Story. Workshop conducted for the Press Club of Dallas. 

Kaiser, Rob. (May 2004). Why Use Three Words When You Can Use Four: The Value of
Rhythm in Writing. Seminar conducted at The Poynter Institute for Journalism’s 
National Writers Workshop, San Antonio, Texas

Kaiser, Rob. (May 2004). The Pointy-Toed Kicker: How to End Your Stories with a
Hard Kick to the Reader’s Privates. Seminar conducted at the Poynter Institute for Journalism’s National Writers Workshop, San Antonio

Kaiser, Rob. (February 2004). Talk given to journalism class at Trinity University, San
Antonio

Kaiser, Rob. (October 2003). Storytelling and the Writer’s Voice. Talk given at the Texas
Outdoor Writers’ convention

Kaiser, Rob. (August 2003). Reporting for Story. Talk given to the staff of The Dallas
Morning News.

Kaiser, Rob. (October 1999). Talk given to the staff of The Daily Oklahoman

Kaiser, Rob. (January 1998). Storytelling and the Writer’s Voice. Talk given at the
Kentucky Press Association’s winter convention
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS

· Academic Computing Advisory Committee, Fall 2011-present



AWARDS AND HONORS

· Selected on literary merit from a competitive field of applicants for a berth in the book-manuscript workshop at the Mayborn Literary Nonfiction Writing Conference, July 2011
· Awarded second place for graduate academic writing in the Kentuckiana Metroversity Writing Competition, 2010
· Recognized for best investigative journalism by the Wisconsin Newspapers Association, 2008
· Recognized for best column writing by the American Association of Sunday and Feature Editors, 2007
· Recognized for best feature story by the National Association of Black Journalists of Chicago, 2003
· Nominated for Pulitzer Prize in Feature Writing by the editors of the Chicago Tribune, 2000
· Anthologized in Best Newspaper Writing 2000
· Recognized as one of the nation’s top long-form narrative nonfiction writers by the American Society of Newspaper Editors, 2000
· Received the Chicago Tribune’s annual writing award, 1999
· Received a writing award from the Queen City Chapter Society of Professional Journalists, 1997
· Recognized for best feature writing by the Kentucky Press Association, 1997
· Named best columnist in Kentucky by the Kentucky Press Association, 1996
· Received community service award from the Queen City Chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists, 1996


PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

· Canisius College Advisor Training, August 2011
· 31st Annual Lilly International Conference on College Teaching, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, November 2011
· Mayborn Literary Nonfiction Writers Conference, July 2011
· Annual College Media Advisers College Media Convention, New York City, March 2011
· 30th Annual Lilly International Conference on College Teaching, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, November 2010
· Poynter News University, “Best Feature Ideas,” AASFE’s Show & Steal (two-part webinar), Fall 2010
· The Poynter Institute, Multimedia Journalism for College Educators, 2010 (weeklong workshop)
· Fox Valley Technical College, HTML Development I, 2010 (three-credit online summer course)
· Mayborn Literary Nonfiction Writers Conference, 2006, 2007
· Harvard University, Nieman Conference for Narrative Editors, 2006
· Duke University-Knight Ridder Fellow, 1994

PUBLIC READINGS

· MFA graduate reading, Spalding University, May 2010
· MFA student readings, Spalding University, November 2009
· MFA student readings, Spalding University, May 2009
· MFA student readings, Spalding University, November 2008


TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Canisius College 
Assistant Professor of Journalism
August 2010-present 
	Courses taught:
COM 203 Writing for the Public Media
Intensive writing assignments employing message-design principles provide opportunities to prepare news, features, press releases, advertising copy and opinion pieces.
JRN 301 News Gathering/Reporting I
Grounded in the social-responsibility theory of the press, this course covers the fundamentals of journalism: pursuing and producing basic news and feature stories that help people make sense of the world. Exploring everything from traditional methods such as beat development, source cultivation, interviewing and writing to newer approaches such as crowd-sourcing and video, students write and produce stories across a variety of media platforms.
JRN 310 Journalism I
Focuses on writing news and features for print and on-line media, using a variety of storytelling designs (e.g., the narrative, the inverted pyramid, the focus approach) combined with a variety of multimedia presentation methods.
JRN 342 Narrative Journalism
The advanced study and practice of long-form, literary-influenced journalism, from magazines and nonfiction books such as Team of Rivals and Secretariat to cross-platform, online media outlets such The Atavist, Narrative Magazine and longform.org. Students explore methods of conceptualizing, reporting, researching and writing long-form journalism while working on a literary nonfiction project of their own. 
COM 351 Media Ethics
Explores ethics across mass media disciplines, through the work of professional communicators—journalists, broadcasters, advertising and public relations practitioners, as well as the new cyber-communicators. Develop practices of making crucial media decisions based on principles and idealism.
JRN 322 Feature/Magazine Writing
Profiles and other human-interest features developed for newspapers, magazines, broadcast. Free-lance writing introduced. 
JRN 363 Journalistic Editing
Cultivate the skills and sensibilities necessary for shepherding multimedia news and feature stories from conceptualization to publication. Explore how to shape and sharpen journalism across a variety of media platforms. Develop an eye for reporting deficiencies, inaccuracies and potential legal problems.. Explore journalism theory and ethics. Edit for content and style. Write headlines. Design and lay out pages using pagination software.
New courses conceptualized and developed as professor:
JRN 342 Narrative Journalism
New-course conceptualization and development overseen as director:
JRN 200 Multimedia Storytelling I
JRN 201 Multimedia Storytelling II
Existing courses re-imagined as professor:
JRN 301 News Gathering/Reporting I
JRN 310 Journalism I
JRN 322 Feature/Magazine Writing 
JRN 363 Journalistic Editing
Guest Lecturer
April 12, 2010

Spalding University
Student Lecturer, MFA in Writing Program
May 2010, November 2009
Student Workshop Leader, MFA in Writing Program
November 2009

The Post-Crescent
Writing Coach
October 2007-July 2009
Held in-house classes, seminars and discussion groups on reporting and writing for reporters and editors; worked one-on-one with reporters and editors involved in producing specific stories. 
[The Post-Crescent is a daily metropolitan newspaper located in and serving Appleton/Fox Cities, Wisconsin.]

San Antonio Express-News
Writing Coach
September 2003-September 2007
Held in-house classes, seminars and discussion groups on reporting and writing for reporters and editors; worked one-on-one with reporters and editors involved in producing specific stories.
[The Express-News is a daily metropolitan newspaper located in and serving South Texas.]


JOURNALISM EXPERIENCE

The Post-Crescent
Senior Editor for Public Service
Writing Coach
Columnist
October 2007-July 2009. 
Oversaw major journalistic projects across media platforms; worked to develop staff; wrote a regular reportorial column about the people, events and issues of the Fox Valley.

San Antonio Express-News
Assistant Managing Editor for Sundays and Projects
Writing Coach
Columnist
September 2003-September 2007. 
Oversaw major journalistic projects across media platforms; worked to develop staff; wrote an occasional column.

Chicago Tribune
Staff Writer
Occasional Editor on City Desk
May 1997-September 2003
Wrote major stories on a variety of subjects, mostly for the front page. Major solo projects included:
· “Partners in Peril,” an award-winning four-part narrative series about the shooting death of a Chicago police officer
· “Home Front: An American Journal,” ten dispatches from the road about life in America after 9/11
· “Taking the Pulse of America inside Sears Tower,” a two-part narrative on aftermath of Sept. 11

Chicago Tribune Magazine
Staff Writer
May 2000-January 2001
Wrote articles – mostly cover stories - on a variety of subjects.

The Cincinnati Enquirer
Columnist
Editorial Writer
Editorial Board Member
February 1996-May 1997
Wrote a regular column and editorials; served as Kentucky representative on
the editorial board, suggesting and writing opinion pieces on issues of importance to the state.

Lexington Herald-Leader
Assistant City Editor
1993-1996
Central Kentucky Reporter
1986-1993

The News-Enterprise
County Government and Health/Medical Reporter
Editorial Cartoonist
August 1984-February 1986



PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

· Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communications (AEJMC)
· Association of Writers and Writing Programs (AWP)
· Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ)
· College Media Advisers (CMA)
· Journalism Educators Association (JEA)



LEADERSHIP AND ACADEMIC SERVICE (campus)

· Serve as director of Canisius College’s multimedia journalism program, Fall 2011-present
· Serve as faculty adviser to The Griffin and thegriffincanisius.com, Canisius College’s student-run newspaper, Spring 2011-present 
· Serve as Library Liaison for the Department of Communication Studies
· Served as greeter/presenter at a number of Canisius College’s open houses for prospective or admitted students, Fall 2010-present
· Participated as chosen presenter at Canisius College’s Digital Day, Spring 2011
· Participated as teacher/presenter at Canisius College’s Communication Specialty Day, Spring 2011
· Established local student chapter of Society of Professional Journalists, Fall 2011
· Conceptualized/proposed/coordinated/led Canisius College’s first summer workshop for high school newspaper advisers, August 18, 2011
· Served as advisor to fifteen Journalism Majors at Canisius, including six freshmen, Fall 2011
· Spoke to newspaper staffs at Canisius and St. Joe high schools, Spring 2010
· Developed two ads to promote the new Journalism Major at Canisius and arranged to run them in area high school newspapers, Spring 2010.



LEADERSHIP AND ACADEMIC SERVICE (regional/national)

· Serve as member of advisory board for First Inkling literary magazine, State University of New York at Rockland.



PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES


Barb Irwin
Chair, Communication Studies Department, Canisius College. 716.888.2108,
irwin@canisius.edu

Kathleen Driskell
Associate Program Director, Associate Professor of Creative Writing, Spalding University
Master of Fine Arts in Writing program. 502.585.9911, x2231, kdriskell@spalding.edu

George Getschow
Assistant Professor, Writer-in-Residence University of North Texas; Director Mayborn
Literary Nonfiction Writing Conference of the Southwest; formerly writer and editor at The Wall Street Journal. 940.565.8631. getschow@unt.edu

Paul Weingarten
Editorial Board Member, Chicago Tribune. 312.222.3756. pweingarten@tribune.com

Dan Flannery
Editor, The (Appleton/Fox Cities, WI) Post-Crescent. 920.993.1000. dflannery@postcrescent.com

Hanke Gratteau
Executive Director, John Howard Association of Illinois; formerly Associate Managing
Editor Metropolitan News Chicago Tribune. 312.782.1901. hgratteau@gmail.com

Dianne Aprile 
Professor, Spalding University Master of Fine Arts in Writing program. 502.500.7672.
dian@sheaf.win.net 

Andrew Oppmann
Associate Vice President and Spokesman at Middle Tennessee State University.
oppedit@aol.com
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